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About the Exhibition  
 

From Moussor to Tignon explores the history of headwraps  

worn by free women of color as forms of both political and 

fashion statements. In this series, Juliana Kasumu investigates 

the intersectionality between West African and African-

American culture, highlighting a contemporary re-appropriation 

of traditional African identities. As a continuation of her Irun 

Kiko collection, which traces the cultural symbolism of hair 

statements worn by Nigerian women in the Yoruba tribe, From 

Moussor to Tignon attempts to uncover issues surrounding the 

evolution of the head-tie.      

 

Working alongside historian and cultural expert, Madame 

Barbara Trevigne during her time in New Orleans, LA as the 2016 

Olaju International Artist-in-Residence, Kasumu has been able to 

present her findings in the form of a photo-essay. Topics 

addressed within the essay include the West African influence 

on global cultures and fashion as politics. 
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About the Artist  

Juliana Kasumu is a British-Nigerian photographer based in London using 

conscious imagery to highlight the interconnectivity of women, culture and 

fashion. Her subject matter is chosen based on a quest for personal 

knowledge concerning issues related to Africa and its Diaspora. By 

interweaving cultural research and stunning portraitures, she is able to 

express critical ideas with the intent of educating her audience. Photographs 

by Juliana Kasumu have been exhibited for the use of raising awareness to 

less spoken narratives by women of color.  

 

After receiving a bachelor’s degree in Visual Communication from Birmingham 

City University, Kasumu created an on-going series exploring traditional hair 

statements within the Yoruba tribe in West Africa. Images from the ‘Irun Kiko’ 

series have received international acclaim, most recently being awarded the 

Renaissance Photography Prize 2015 for Best Single Image. Kasumu is 

committed to researching and sharing ideas that promote West African 

culture through photography, publications and public programming.   
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About the Organization 

 

The Òlàjú Art Group is an independent, 

non-profit organization focused on 

promoting contemporary African arts and 

culture. By facilitating various forms -

exhibitions, workshops and lectures- of 

public programming, we are able to present 

signature experiences to global audiences. 

Òlàjú exhibitions reflect a broad and 

dynamic range of art forms coming from 

Africa and its Diaspora. Our traveling 

exhibition service provides host institutions 

with affordable, high-quality exhibitions 

that enlighten, educate and entertain. 
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Exhibition Specifications 

 

Organized by: Olaju Art Group  

    

Curator: Obafemi Ogunleye  

Number of Works: 16 photographs  

Framed Sizes: (15) 20x20inches and (1) 24x36inches  

Space Requirements: Moderate security, 100 linear feet  

Tour Dates: Spring 2017-2020  

Participation Fee: $3,800 including shipping  

Booking Period: 6 weeks  

Support Materials: Exhibition catalogue, Text Panels and Object Labels  

Associated Programming: Opening Reception/Artist Lecture/Closing Reception  

Contact: Obafemi Ogunleye, obafemi@olajuartgroup.org, + 1(832)713-2941  
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Visiting Artist Series  

The Òlàjú Visiting Series provides leading artists the stage to present on 
topics related to their respective areas of focus. This program is designed to 
raise public awareness and understanding of lesser known topics concerning 
African arts and culture.  

Juliana Kasumu is available for presentations in which she will present ideas 
concerning her latest collection, The Evolution of the Head-Tie. This series is 
based on her photo-essay which explores the history of headwraps worn by 
women of color as a form of cultural reclamation. Here, Kasumu will explain 
her research methods, critical findings and the creative process of production.   

 

Participation Fee: $850  

The Visiting Artist Series package includes;  

 2-hour presentation featuring Juliana Kasumu  

 Artist accommodations (travel & housing)  

 Complimentary exhibition book and headwrap for selected 
participants 
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For more information on the Òlàjú Art Group, visit olajuartgrou.org 
or follow us on social media @olajuartgroup 


